









Please Noie: -- 


In addition to our extensive line of vestment fabrics, band- 
ing, galloons, emblems, drapery fabrics, etc. etc., we have added 
a Complete Line of Vestments made up of the finest material and 
harmonizing orphreys of such exquisite quality as to be in the 
luxury class, yet priced so trustworthily that they are within the 
means of all. Your inquiries are cordially invited. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


‘“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 
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Gift~Pachage for Jnvalids and Shut-Jns 
made up of specially selected booklets. 


There is not a town or city that has not its invalids and shut- 
ins. Many of these have spent long weeks that have dragged into 
months and years, without leaving their rooms. Day after day, # 
monotony, loneliness, suffering is their portion. Their days will 
pass much more pleasantly and cheerfully with these booklets to 
read. Reading, particularly such as is of a spiritual trend that 
inspires prayer and resignation, is a wonderful tonic for the sick. 
That is why we recommend these booklets selected just for the 

# sick and invalided, who are especially dear to the Heart of Jesus. # 
Of them He has said: “What you do to the least of My brethren, 
you do to Me.” 


10 BOOKLETS FOR THE SICK — $1.50 Postpaid. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


THE CRUCIFIX is one of the most treasured of the sacramentals 
found in Catholic homes. Our 7-inch, ebony wall crucifix, with silver- 
oxidized corpus, imported from France, is a favorite at $1.50. 

— Or — 

We have a 6-inch nickelbound crucifix, with ebony inset and 
oxidized corpus, for $1.00. Both are a handy size for the sick, and if 
remittance accompanies the order, the Crucifix will be blessed with the 
indulgence of the Stations and the indulgence for the dying. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





“Tabernacle 


and 


Puraatory 











Vol. 50 JULY, 1954 No. 3 
CONTENTS 
Calendae: for | July | ib. iia siete. cited de 66 
Biood of Christ; Inebriate Mel: 2.0.00. ls 67 
THe “Vertue ‘ot Parone © i 2isi. ss. Les 69 
Bis Te I SIN, gine s ce pk Secs cngnsse neers ehoseranh oe atbaetoie 73 
Mary Immaculate, Source and Fountain of the Precious 
FI nesendcsecesctnaprbenh digks nquareitieasmimepacst tape he Ansuaivumitl 74 
It Is Good and Salutary to Honor St. Anne .................... 78 
Pernonnl: Tawa cE Tame CR gic sin cep nmcrepppecqntooe isin bene 80 
The Spiritual Mission of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” .... 84 
Work: and ithe Interior. Tite « ..sssihscs fk. lasnisecssesceoed-cadic 88 
The Poor Souls Are Poor Because They Are Forgotten .. 91 
BACBS TV OUR ’ THORBUG arcsec oie hsilk. ci i decabitlaogda 93 
oo eg By |) RE ER A es 94 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY is published monthly, with ecclesiastical ap- 
probation, by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. Entered 
as second-class matter at the Post Office of Clyde, Mo., under the Act of March 3, 
1879. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, 
Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. Member of Catholic Press Associa- 
tion. Subscription rates, U. S., $2.00 a year; 2 years, $3.00. Canada and foreign 
countries, $2.25 a year; 2 years, $3.50. 










































Calendar for Aulp 


BB Bd 


dedicated to the veneration of this Precious Blood. 


ers womb. 


March 21, which often occurs during Lent. 


by us as its citizens. 


66 


N July lst we keep a solemn feast to honor the glorified Redeemer 
and His Precious Blood. It is a joyous feast, the feast of Christ 
triumphant, who can no longer suffer or die. It brings before us the 
marvels of His infinite love and mercy, in shedding His Precious Blood 
to the last drop for our Redemption. The entire month of July is 


The feast of the Visitation, on July 2, commemorates the visit of 
the Blessed Virgin to her cousin Elizabeth. On this occasion her hu- 
mility and gratitude broke forth in the beautiful canticle we call the 
Magnificat, and the infant John the Baptist was sanctified in his moth- 


July 16 brings us another feast of our Blessed Mother, under the 
title of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, recalling her apparition to St. 
Simon Stock, and her presentation of the Scapular, which has become 
an instrument of grace and salvation to countless souls. 

For Benedictines, the outstanding saint’s feast for the month is 
the Solemnity of St. Benedict on the 11th, celebrated with an Octave. 
This feast compensates for the less solemn celebration of his feast on 


Best known among the saints honored during July are: St. Maria 
Goretti, youthful virgin-martyr, on the 6th; St. Bonaventure, seraphic 
Doctor of the Church, 14th; St. Camillus and St. Jerome Aemilian, 
patrons of the sick, on the 18th and 20th; St. Vincent de Paul, the great 
apostle of charity, founder of the Congregation of the Missions (Vin- 
centian Fathers) and the Sisters of Charity, July 19th; St. Mary Mag- 
dalene, the great model of penitents and of contemplatives, on the 22d; 
and her sister, St. Martha, model of the active life, on the 29th; Sz. 
James the Apostle, brother of St. John and special confidant of Christ, 
on the 25th, and on the same day St. Christopher, patron of travelers; 
on the 26th, Good St. Anne, Mother of Our Lady and Grandmother of 
Christ. (In the Benedictine Order, St. Joachim, husband of St. Anne, 
is honored on the same day.) St. /gnatius Loyola, founder of the 
Society of Jesus, claims the last day of the month for his feast. 

In addition to this rich calendar of liturgical feasts, there is the 
great national holiday so dear to the heart of all Americans — /ndepen- 
dence Day, on the 4th — celebrated on the 5th this year because the 
4th falls on Sunday. Since patriotism is also a virtue, this day likewise 
merits a religious observance, as a day of thanksgiving to God for His 
untold blessings to our country and for the wonderful benefits enjoyed 
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Blood of Christ, Inebriate Me! 


FS 


ENTURIES before the institution of the Holy Eucharist, a Jewish 
Levite, exiled from his native land and living among idolaters 
who taunted him and scoffed at his religion, gave expression to 
his intense longing for communion with God in a prayer which 

has become a favorite with those about to approach the Holy Table: 
“As the hart pants after the fountains of living water, so my soul yearns 
after Thee, 0 God. My soul hath thirsted after the strong Living, 
God...” (Ps. 41). The Church has embodied this psalm in her liturgy. 
to express her own yearning for the God of her heart, to whom she 
sighs unceasingly in her earthly exile. 


The thirsty stag, pursued in the chase and panting for breath, 
finding refuge and relief in the cooling waters of a stream or lake, 
beautifully symbolizes the Christian soul in this desert-land of earth, 
hounded by enemies who endanger its life, seeking refuge and refresh- 
ment in the fountain of living waters —the Blessed Sacrament. In 
the ardor of its longing, it exclaims: “Blood of Christ, inebriate me! 
Intoxicate me, exhilarate me, O Wine of the Elect! Take such complete 
possession of my faculties as to render me insensible to my surround- 
ings. Carry me out of myself and fill me with heavenly joy and super- 
natural delight! Set me on fire with Divine love. Fill me with the 
Spirit of the Father and the Son, who is Himself essential Love!” 


In how many of the saints has this prayer found literal fulfilment! 
After Holy Communion they were transported, as it were, to paradise, 
and so absorbed in God as to be unconscious of what transpired around 
them. For most of us, perhaps, that degree of love is still in the realm 
of wishing; but if we desire it ardently enough and keep asking it of 
God, surely He will increase our fervor from Communion to Com- 
munion, and bring us to intimate union with Himself. 


On the first Pentecost, after the descent of the Holy Spirit, some 
of the people were amazed and perplexed at the singular behavior of 
the Apostles, and cried out mockingly: “They are full of new wine!” 
(Acts 2:13.) Their exuberance was not due to the drinking of wine, 
however, as St. Peter declared, but to the outpouring of the Spirit of 
God who had come upon them with all the vehemence foretold cen- 
turies before by the Prophet Joel. It was not the “spirits” of intoxi- 
cating drink that had overpowered them, but the Spirit of the Most 
High who had descended upon them with mighty force and taken them 
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by storm. It was He who had inspired them and filled them with 
rapturous enthusiasm for the spread of God’s kingdom. 


This same Divine Spirit takes possession of every soul that worthily 
receives the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion. As He 
transformed the Apostles from weak, cowardly men to fearless preachers 
of the Gospel and witnesses of Christ, so, too, He transforms the soul of 
the devout communicant (though not in a spectacular manner), making 
it strong and fearless in the face of its spiritual enemies, and inflaming 
it with the fire of Divine love. He gives it courage to meet the diff- 
culties of life with calm assurance and to conquer them with fortitude 
and trustful reliance on His help. 


It is a dogma of faith that Christ instituted the Holy Eucharist to 
nourish souls with His Body and Blood beneath the humble species of 
bread and wine, which after the Consecration retain their native ap- 
pearance. Faith also teaches that the Flesh and the Blood of Christ are 
not divided in the Blessed Sacrament, but that both are verily con- 
tained beneath the single species both of bread and of wine, so that the 
faithful to whom It is given only under the species of bread receive the 
Blood of Christ no less actually than does the priest who drinks It at 
the altar under the species of wine. 

Nevertheless, since we owe a special debt of gratitude to the Pre- 
cious Blood, as the price of our Redemption, it is meet that at times we 
consider It by Itself and pay It our individual homage in Holy Com- 
munion. This would be specially fitting during the month of July, 
dedicated to Its veneration; also on Fridays, on the feasts of the Holy 
Cross, during Passiontide, etc. We shall find this practice very prof- 
itable, for we cannot meditate on the mystery of the Blood shed for our 
salvation without gaining the priceless grace of a Communion more 
fervent, more impregnated with love and gratitude towards the God 
who slakes our thirst and inebriates us with the very Blood shed for us 
on Calvary. 

In Holy Communion our hearts are united with the Heart of Our 
Lord, and the virtues of which this Divine Heart is the treasury are 
communicated to us. The Flesh of Christ is given us to be our sub- 
stantial nourishment, and His Precious Blood as a heavenly beverage 
which penetrates the soul and all her faculties, at the same time purify- 
ing the body and its senses. Jesus, who knows full well that we can do 
nothing without Him, makes use of the adorable Eucharist to aid us 
in the great work of our sanctification. By means of It, we become 
sharers in His Divine nature and are enabled to overcome our evil dis- 
positions; and by His condescension even to our level, He elevates us to 


Himself. 


68 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 





To make us co-heirs of His kingdom, to render us worthy of a 
heavenly inheritance by the practice of virtue, was the aim of Jesus in 
becoming man; and in the Holy Eucharist He has no other aim. Un- 
doubtedly He does not communicate to us the gifts of God in the same 
degree as He Himself possesses them, for as a shell cannot hold the 
ocean, so our faculties are too tiny to contain the fulness of God. But 
Jesus bestows on us these gifts according to our need and to our desire 
and worthiness of obtaining them. Let us, then, as often as possible, 
go thirsting to the Eucharistic Fount of the Precious Blood. There, 
assuredly, our minds will be enlightened, our hearts inflamed and puri- 
fied, our wills strengthened, our passions weakened, and we ourselves ad- 
vanced in the practice of every virtue. 

Inebriated with gladness at the Savior’s fountains, let us pray that 
the Precious Blood now empurpling our lips may remain unto eternity 
the living source whence we may ever draw beatitude and life. 

With St. Catherine of Siena let us exclaim: “O Precious Blood, 
whose property is to inflame and consume the soul with the fire of 
Divine charity, inebriate us!” 


The Virtue of Patriotism 
a 


HE annual observance of our national Day of Independence, July 
Fourth, stirs up in the heart of every loyal American citizen the 
love of country known as patriotism. There is a sort of magic 
in the word, which through history has called forth most noble 

feats and heroic sacrifices. Fireside tales borrowed from it their warm- 
est glow as parents related to their children the stirring deeds of the 
country’s heroes. Yes, the human race pays homage to patriotism 
because it is a virtue that heaven itself unites with earth in approving 
and blessing. Patriotism is to a people above gold and precious stones, 
above commerce and industry, above citadels and warships or planes. 
Patriotism is the vital spark of national honor.. It is the fount of a 
nation’s prosperity, the shield of a nation’s safety. Patriotism calls 
forth the purest and noblest sentiments of the heart, because it is innate 
in all men, and its absence betokens a perversion of spirit. 

“Next to God,” declared Archbishop Ireland in an address to a 
gathering of soldiers and government officials at the close of the Civil 
War, “is country, and next to religion is patriotism. No praise goes 
beyond its deserts. It is sublime in its heroic oblation upon the field 
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of battle. ‘Oh, glorious is he,’ exclaims Homer of the Trojan warrior, 
‘who for his country falls!’ Patriotism is sublime in the oft-repeated 
toil of dutiful citizenship. ‘Of all human doings,’ writes Cicero, ‘none 
is more honorable and more estimable than to merit well of the com- 
monwealth.’ ” 

Patriotism is defined by Archbishop Ireland as “love of country 
and loyalty to its life and weal — love, tender and strong: tender as the 
love of son for mother, strong as the pillars of death; loyalty generous 
and disinterested, shrinking from no sacrifice, seeking no reward save 
country’s honor and country’s triumph.” He continues: “Countries 
are of Divine appointment. The Most High ‘divided the nations, 
separated the sons of Adam, and appointed the bounds of peoples.’ 
The physical and moral necessities of God’s creatures are revelations 
of His will and laws. Man is born a social being. A condition of his 
existence and of his growth to mature age is the family. Nor does the 
family suffice to itself. A larger social organism is needed, into which 
families gather, so as to obtain from one another security to life and 
property, and aid in the development of the faculties and powers with 
which nature has endowed the children of men. The whole human race 
is too extensive and too diversified in interests to serve those ends; 
hence, its subdivisions into countries or peoples. Countries have their 
providential limits — the waters of a sea, a mountain range, the lines 
of similarity of requirements, or of methods of living. The limits 
widen in space according to the measure of the destinies which the 
great Ruler allots to peoples and the importance of their parts in the 
mighty work of the cycles of years, the ever-advancing tide of human- 
ity’s evolution. The Lord is the God of nations, because He is the God 
of men. No nation is born into life, or vanishes back into nothingness, 
without His bidding. I believe in the Providence of God over coun- 
tries and I believe in His Wisdom and Love, and my patriotism to my 
country rises within my soul invested with the halo of my religion to 
my God.” 

Our Own Country 


America has been born into the family of nations in the latter ages 
of history by the singular design of Providence. America is the coun- 
try of human dignity and human liberty. When the fathers of our 
Republic declared “that all men are created equal; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” a cardinal prin- 
ciple was enunciated, which in its truth was as old as the race, but in 
practical realization almost unknown. 

Slowly, amid sufferings and revolutions, humanity has been reach- 
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ing out toward a reign of the rights of man. Pre-Christian paganism 
had utterly denied such rights. It allowed nothing to man as man; he 
was what wealth, place or power made him. Communism and the neo- 
paganism of our day hold the same views. 

Christ proclaimed the doctrine of the common Fatherhood of God 
and the universal Brotherhood of man; His religion preserved and 
taught this truth throughout the centuries, but eighteen hundred years 
went by and the civilized world had not put its civil and political in- 
stitutions in accord with its spiritual faith. The Church was all this 
time leavening human society, and patiently awaiting the promised fer- 
mentation. This came at last — and it came in America! It came in 
a first manifestation through the Declaration of Independence; it came 
in a second manifestation through President Lincoln’s proclamation 
and emancipation of negro slaves; it manifested itself again in World 
War I when America fought to make the world safe for democracy; 
it continued to manifest itself in World War II and the decades which 
followed when America has again and again endeavored to bring all na- 
tions to accept the principle that all men are civilly and politically equal. 


The Country of Liberty 


America is the country of liberty. Liberty is exemption from all 
restraint save that of the laws of justice and order; the exemption from 
submission to other men, except as they represent and enforce those 
laws. The Divine gift of liberty to man is God’s recognition of his 
greatness and his dignity. In America the government takes from the 
liberty of the citizen only so much as is necessary for the weal of 
the nation, which the citizen by his own act freely concedes. Ours 
is the government of the people, by the people, for the people. The 
government is our own organized will. Rights begin with and go up- 
ward from the people. In a great many other countries, even those 
apparently the most free, rights begin with and come down from the 
State. The rights of citizens, the rights of the people, are concessions 
which have been painfully wrenched from the governing powers. 


The God-given mission of America is not only to its own people; 
it is to all the peoples of the earth before whose eyes it is the symbol 
of human rights and human liberty, toward whom its flag flutters hopes 
of human happiness for themselves. Is there not then, for Americans, 
reason to live for country, and, if need be, to die for country? 

The duty of patriotism is one of justice and of gratitude. The 
country fosters and protects our dearest interests — our altars and our 
homes. Without it there is no safety for life or property, no opportun- 
ity for development or progress. All that the country is she makes 
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ours. Duty to country is a duty of conscience, a duty to God. It is 
fortunate for a people that from time to time emergencies arise testing 
its patriotism to the highest pitch, for if patriotism lies dormant for a 
long period, it may lessen in strength, while the reflection and resolute 
action that such emergencies stir up, awaken a fuller estimate of the 
value of the country and its institutions. Great are the sacrifices which 
a war entails, but no one can doubt that the citizens of America are 
patriotic, that liberty is esteemed in her chosen home, and from Amer- 
ica’s shores sends forth hope to those peoples where it is threatened. 


Patriotism in Time of Peace 


Patriotism in time of peace is no less necessary than in times of 
danger to the country. This patriotism lies essentially in good morals. 
There is a danger — and a most serious one — in corrupt morals. A 
people without good morals is incapable of self-government. Patriotism 
takes alarm at the spread of intemperance, lasciviousness, dishonesty, 
perjury, which undermine the country’s strength. Materialism and the 
denial of a living, supreme God, annihilate conscience and break down 
the barriers to right living; they sow the seeds of moral death, and are 
fatal to liberty and the social order. A people without belief in God 
and a future life of the soul will not remain a free people. The age of 
democracy must, for its own protection, be an age of religion. 


Patriotism in time of peace or in time of war is exercised in an 
intelligent and honest use of the privilege and right to vote. The in- 
tegrity of the public officials is the safeguard of the nation’s freedom. 


Storms are passing over our land, arising from false ideals, prej- 
udices, hatred. This is the country of America, and only those loyal to 
her can be allowed to live under her flag; and those who are loyal to 
her may enjoy all her liberties and rights. Discriminations and segre- 
gations in civil or political matters, on lines of religion, of birthplace, 
of race, of language, or of color, are un-American. Americans must 
be such in soul as well as in name. Then the standard of their value 
will be their American citizenship. 


American patriotism is needed — patriotism intense, which speaks 
out in noble pride, with beating heart: J am an American citizen! 
patriotism active, which shows itself in deed and in sacrifice; patriotism 
public-spirited, which cares for the public welfare as for the apple of 
the eye, and prefers it to all selfish interests. 

“And the star-spangled banner, oh, long may it wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!” 
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A Hymn to Our Lady 


Patroness of the United States 


In 1846, the Fathers of the Council of Baltimore 
elected the Immaculate Mother of God as the special 
patroness of the United States. 





HE stars on our banner are gleaming for thee, 

Oh, take them, loved Queen, for thy crown. 
Clear Star of the Morning, bright Star of the Sea, 

On our star-blazoned banner shine down. 





Oh, shed on our tri-colored flag thy mild light, 
Let its folds in thy radiance shine. 

Oh, keep it the symbol of freedom and right, 
Tis the flag of our country, ’tis thine. 


E’er deep was our love for Columbia’s shore, 
But now deeper’s that love in our breast, 
She’s the Land of Our Lady, now and ever more, 
She’s the pure Virgin’s Crown of the West. 


We'll love and defend her for Mary’s dear sake, 
For her cause we will willingly die. 

No foeman a star from her banner dare take 
While we think of our Queen-Star on high. 
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Our banner is thine, Queen, oh, bless all its stars, 
And undimmed thru all years make them gleam. 

With glory illumine its White and Red Bars, 
On its gemmed field of Blue ever beam. 


Rev. William P. Treacy 
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Mary Immaculate, Source and Fountain of 
the Precious Blood 


FSS 


N the mind of Almighty God, the Blessed Virgin entered largely 
into the plan of Redemption. The first gleam of hope that shone 
upon the dark and despairing soul of Adam after his fall was 
Mary, destined to crush the serpent’s head. As the centuries rolled 


=~ by, God revealed to His people clearer views of the Redeemer and of 
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His Mother. Thus the Blessed Virgin, as a pencil of light, a tiny gleam 
of the Redemption which appeared to Adam on the far distant horizon, 
rose on the firmament, and became brighter and more distinct from age 
to age, until at length, in the accomplishment of the great mystery of 
her Immaculate Conception, the glorious dawn of the Redemption was 
heralded. 

Then came the glad day when the Archangel Gabriel announced 
to the chosen Virgin the decree of the Almighty that she was to be the 
Mother of the Redeemer. The Eternal Word of the Father, the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity, assumed flesh in her blessed womb, and 
she became, by her intimate relations with Him, the co-Redemptress 
of the world. The Blood by which the world was to be washed from 
its guilt took Its source from her very veins. Her Heart became the 
fountain of the Precious Blood! Though that Blood took Its being from 
her, Its all-purifying efficacy had already been applied to her soul in 
anticipation, by an exercise of the limitless power of God. How 
dazzling is the glory of Mary when she is considered as the source of 
the Blood of Jesus! How worthy of love this august Queen even had 
she no other claim to our homage! 

The wonderful relations existing between the Immaculate Con- 


», ception and the Precious Blood of Christ are delineated by Father 


William Faber in his inspiring work entitled “The Precious Blood.” 


: He says: “The chief function of both these mysteries is to illustrate 
» redeeming grace. They both preach Redemption. The Precious Blood 
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was the very instrument which redeemed the world. The Immaculate 
Conception was the first, as it is the grandest, victory of Redemption. 
Thus the Immaculate Conception is the highest and the eldest work of 
the Precious Blood. 

“But there is more than this in the matter. There is a sweet circle 
of cause and effect; now the cause is effect, and now the effect is cause. 
For in the Immaculate Conception, which was Its choicest work, the 
Precious Blood first took Its rise. The Immaculate Conception was for 
the sake of the Precious Blood. It was for the insuring of Its purity 
and the protection of Its honor. The Precious Blood raised up the 
mountain of the Immaculate Conception by the subterraneous heavings 
of Its fiery love, and then flowed down from the summit as a sweet 
fountain for the gladdening of the nations. The Immaculate Concep- 
tion is therefore actually a part of the devotion to the Precious Blood. 
It is creation’s richest offering, made by the Queen of creatures, who 
thus in the jubilee of her sinless dawn crowned the Precious Blood by 
being crowned herself with Its choicest crown... 

“The Precious Blood was assumed directly to our Blessed Lord’s 
Divine Person from His Immaculate Mother. It was not taken merely 
to His Body, so that His Body was directly assumed to the Person of the 
Word, and His Blood only indirectly or mediately as part of His Body. 
The Blood, which was the predetermined price of our Redemption, 
rested directly and immediately on the Divine Person, and thus entered 
into the very highest and most unspeakable degree of the Hypostatic 
Union, — if we may speak of degrees in such an adorably simple mys- 
tery. It was not merely a concomitant of the Flesh, an inseparable 
accident of the Body. The Blood Itself, as blood, was assumed directly 
by the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. It came also from Mary’s 
blood. Mary’s blood was the material out of which the Holy Ghost, 
the Third Person of the Most Holy Trinity, the artificer of the Sacred 
Humanity, fashioned the Blood of Jesus. 

“Here we see how needful to the joy and gladness of our devotion 
is the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. Who could bear}to think 
that the matter of the Precious Blood had ever been itself corrupted 
with the taint of sin? that it had once been part of the devil’s kingdom? 
that what was to supply the free price of our Redemption was once 
enslaved to God’s darkest, foulest enemy? Is it not indeed an endless 
daily jubilee to us that the Church has laid upon us as an article of our 
faith that sweet truth which the instincts of our devotion had so long 
made a real part of our belief? 

“It (the Precious Blood) has prepared all things for Itself in 
secret; but Its preparations have been hidden mysteries. The souls of 
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Joachim and Anne have been adorned with unusual graces. The 
yearnings of the saints in Israel have burned within them, until their 
hearts have hardly been able to endure the fire... In secret the Pre- 
cious Blood has done a work which may vie with the great work on 
Calvary. It has effected the Immaculate Conception, wherein heaven 
was opened, and such abysses of grace poured out upon the earth, that 
the accumulated graces of the four thousand years of human history, 
and even the worlds of grace with which the angels were so munifi- 
cently endowed, were as drops to the ocean compared with the grace of 
the Immaculate Conception. . . 

“It is no wonder, then, that we find in the two devotions, the de- 
votion to the Precious Blood and the devotion to the Immaculate Con- 
ception, a similarity of spirit, a similarity of gifts, a similarity of 
graces... Devotion to the Precious Blood mingles in the most natural 


, way with devotion to our Blessed Lady. It is an additional splendor to 
\ every one of her mysteries. It throws light upon them. It brings her 
’ % . . . . . 

~« into the mysteries of Jesus. It has a peculiar connection with the Im- 


maculate Conception. It forms in itself a separate devotion to our 
dearest Mother as the fountain of the Precious Blood — a devotion of 
the most inexpressible tenderness, a devotion to her immaculate heart 
and sinless blood. 

“The effect of this devotion upon our devotion to our Blessed Lady 
may well be named as one of its graces, one of the revelations of its 
spirit. It makes our devotion to her an integral part of our devotion 
to Jesus. It makes the two devotions one. It draws her into the scheme 
of Redemption so intimately, and at the same time with such splendors 
of separate exaltation, that the very highest language of the saints about 
her becomes easy to us, and is the only natural expression of our inward 
love. To be enthusiastic, our love of Mary only needs to be theological. 
The devotion to the Precious Blood clothes her with a new glory. It 
makes Mary magnify Jesus, and Jesus magnify Mary. It causes her 
individual mysteries to shine forth like stars, the Precious Blood form- 
ing the clearness of the purple night in which their peculiar brightness 
is more visible and more distinctive. He that can find a new point of 
view from which our dear Lady seems greater than before, has found a 
new means of sanctification; he has acquired a new power of loving 
God. Devotion to the Precious Blood is full of such points. of view.” 


Sixth Star in Mary’s Crown 


Imitation of her perfect co-operation with grace. With Mary, 
as with us, every grace she received found its source in the Precious 
Blood of her Divine Son. From her Immaculate Conception to her holy 
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death and glorious Assumption into heaven, she co-operated perfectly 
with every single grace granted to her, and their number was beyond 
all calculation. Thus the Precious Blood found Its fullest fruitfulness 
in her. Let us ask Mary to help us to imitate her as far as is possible 
to our feeble nature, so that we, too, may co-operate faithfully with all 
the grace granted us and so make the Precious Blood fruitful in us 
unto high sanctity. 


Is God Calling You to His Service 
as a Benedictine Adorer? 


The life of a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual 
Adoration is a life of prayer and active labor in 
accordance with the age-old Benedictine motto: ‘Ora 
et Labora!” It is a form of the contemplative reli- 
gious life, which is regarded as the highest form of 
Christian life because the one main concern of the 
contemplative is God and the love of God. It is 
centered in adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament, 
which here on earth is an anticipation of the one 
activity that forms the beatitude of heaven. The 
love of an adorer is an unselfish love that does not 
live on what it gets but on what it gives; it is a love 
that increases by pouring itself out for others, that 
grows by self-sacrifice, and becomes mighty by throwing itself away, 
for one cannot really love God without having a great love for others 
and a burning desire for the salvation of souls. That is why the 
contemplative life means so much to the Church. Contemplatives 
and adorers do not forget about the world. They are very much con- 
cerned about it, and continually encircle it with their prayers, pen- 
ances and spiritual offerings, drawing down upon it tremendous 
streams of grace from the bosom of God. 

The life of a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration is not 
austere as regards penitential practices but there are many opportun- 
ities for self-immolation. The qualifications for admission as a postu- 
lant are not extraordinary nor the requirements too stringent. If you 
are between 16 and 28, and possessed of a sound body and mind, good 
principles and a desire to devote your life to prayer and various forms 
of active work for God’s interests in the religious life, why not write 
for information? We will gladly answer your particular questions 
regarding our life as Adorers of the Most Blessed Sacrament under 
the Rule of St. Benedict, which embodies the choral rendition of the 
Divine Office and the full liturgical life. No special training is re- 
quired, since the diversified occupations of our Congregation afford 
much latitude in the use of each one’s talents. Kindly write to: 


Rev. Mother M. Carmelita Quinn, O.S.B., Prioress. General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Venite adoremus!>~ 
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It is Good and Salutary to Honor St. Anne 


ar HE twenty-sixth of July is 
set apart as “St. Anne’s 

Day,” when the Catholic 
world prays for the special in- 
tercession of the Mother of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, who 
has so often manifested her 
compassion in the afflictions 
of mankind. As Mother of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. 
Anne stands in the glory of 
her Daughter. Where Mary 
is venerated, there the people 
turn also to St. Anne. All 
who feel that the Blessed Vir- 
gin is powerful in gaining 
graces for her clients, feel, 
too, that St. Anne participates 
in her intercession. 

The Western Hemisphere 
has been especially devoted 
to St. Anne. While this -de- 
votion circles the country, it is focused intensely at the Shrine of St. 
Anne de Beaupre in Canada. To the sparsely colonized sections of the 
New World the devotion to St. Anne was brought by the early settlers 
and missionaries. Historical records attest the building of the first 
houses in the section now known as St. Anne de Beaupre, and we are 
told that the settlers had scarcely erected their houses before they be- 
gan the construction of a church in honor of St. Anne. From the be- 
ginning a succession of miracles blessed the faithful. On March 13, 
1658, when the foundation was to be blessed, Louis Guimont, a man 
afflicted with a painful ailment, made liis profession of faith in the in- 
tercessory power of St. Anne. With much difficulty, he managed to 
bring three stones to place in the foundation. His confidence in St. 
Anne was rewarded with a sudden and complete cure of his ailment. 

A lesson in faith and the power of the saint is taught by the suc- 
cession of pilgrims who have turned to the advocacy of St. Anne when 
human means have failed them. The country about St. Anne de 
Beaupre has been the scene of wonderful pilgrimages, and men and 
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women and children whose troubles have baffled the powers of medical 
science have found their way to the Shrine and begged St. Anne to take 
their cause in hand and present it to the God of mercy. People hardly 
able to move have travelled thousand of miles; some even have been 
carried to the shrine, living proofs of the faith of men in the power of 
the saint to aid them. Nor did discouragement when there was no 
cure lessen faith, or deter others more seriously afflicted from making 
later pilgrimages. There is no means of determining beforehand upon 
what cases St. Anne will deign to bestow her miraculous power. Nor 
is there expectation that all cases will be helped and the malady in 
every instance corrected. By her intercessory power, bedridden, crip- 
pled, sick patients, suffering from numerous distressing forms of illness 
and incapacities, have risen in renewed strength and power of move- 
ment to thank St. Anne and to praise God for their cure. 

Seventy years ago about:thirty-six thousand pilgrims made the 
journey to the shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre during the year. In 
1953 there were 1,700,000. This figure rings out like a triumphant 
hymn to the glory of St. Anne. The faith of these visitors is quickened 
by the testimonials of suffering left behind in the form of crutches, 
braces, spectacles, and the like. 

Without doubt every Catholic would like to make a pilgrimage to 
St. Anne’s shrine, and especially those who are afflicted in one way or 
another. But there is no need for any to chafe because circumstances 
do not allow a journey to Canada, or to some other shrine of the saint. 
Faith in God and in His saint is able to confound the difficulties of 
time and space. Clients of St. Anne may appeal to her in their own 
parish church, or even in their own homes, and be none the less readily 
heard. Saint Anne invites all to place their confidence in her in spirit- 
ual and in bodily, or temporal trials. To all she shows herself to be 


Good St. Anne! 


A Reminder: — 


The Work of God and the salvation of souls is the most important 
work in the world. That is the work to which the Perpetual Adoration 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament is directed. There is a share which 
the Adorers must do, but there is a share also for you: the material 
assistance which you give to the furtherance and support of this work. 

The form of bequest in remembering our Eucharistic works in 
your will is as follows: “I give, devise and bequeath to the Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, a corporation organ- 
ized and existing under the laws of the State of Missouri’ (here state 
amount of money or give description of property). 


God has been good to you! Give something back to God. 
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Personal Love of Jesus Christ 
7. The Love of Desire (Concluded) 


Disinterested Service. 


We have in the foregoing pages said a great deal about the wonder- 
ful glory which God has prepared for those who love Him, and have 
shown how the thought of heaven should be a powerful incentive to 
faithful service. But now we must point out how a nobler motive than 
the desire of heaven must pervade your whole program of life. This is 
a burning desire to promote the interests of Jesus and of His Church 
to the utmost limits of your ability. Though He has no need whatever 
of any man’s help for the success of His' works, He has been pleased to 
appoint His friends as His helpers and agents and to depend largely on 
their fidelity and generous service. A great mission has therefore been 
entrusted to you, no matter what your vocation in life, whether you are 
a priest or a religious or a simple lay person; whether you are married 
or unmarried, rich or poor, learned or unlearned. To you our Divine 
Savior says as He said to His Apostles: “I have chosen you, and have 
appointed you that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain... In this is My Father glorified, that you bring 
forth very much fruit, and become My disciples” (John 15:16, 8). 
These words are addressed to all Christians as members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. For this reason all have the duty of promoting Christ’s 
interests — the spread of the faith, the establishment of the reign of jus- 
tice and charity, the winning of the human race for the kingdom of God. 


True lovers of Christ, therefore, do not love and serve Him in a 
mercenary spirit by always thinking of the reward they expect to receive. 
They rest content in the calm assurance that this reward is secure in the 
hands of their loving Master as long as they remain faithful in His ser- 
vice. Their great ambition is to be consumed with an ardent desire to 
make Him known and loved by all the world. 

This was the disposition of the saints. Their thirst for furthering 
the salvation of souls was insatiable. Some of them did not hesitate to 
declare that if the choice were given them to die now with the certainty 
of heaven, or to live longer in order to labor more for God’s glory, but 
with the uncertainty of heaven, they would unselfishly choose the latter 
course. In no other way, so they were convinced, would they be able to 
give full expression to the love of God which consumed them, than by 
displaying a restless zeal for the promotion of His honor and glory 
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among the souls of men. “Da mihi animas, cetera tolle,” — “Give me 
souls, take away all the rest” — was the motto of their lives. When St. 
Peter had made his triple profession of love to His Divine Master, he 
was commissioned to “feed His lambs and His sheep,” as the proof of 
the love he had so ardently professed by declaring: “Lord, Thou knowest 
that I love Thee.” 

In this same spirit of burning zeal we find St. Mary Magdalen 
De Pazzi constantly pleading and suffering for the conversion of sinners; 
St. Theresa, the Little Flower, deploring the fact that she could not be 
a missionary to preach the Gospel to the pagans; St. John Vianney, 
the holy Cure of Ars, becoming a martyr of the confessional, often 
spending as many as sixteen hours a day in the tribunal of penance, 
reconciling repentant sinners with God and sending them rejoicing on 
their way to heaven. 

A true love of desire will therefore make you eager to emulate the 
saints in their zeal for God’s glory, and faithfully practice what was ex- 
plained in the chapter on the love of benevolence. This will insure your 
own future glory in the best possible manner. 


“Come, Lord Jesus!” 


In that touching farewell discourse which our Blessed Savior 
addressed to His disciples at the end of the Last Supper, He said to 
them: “Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God; believe 
also in Me. In My Father’s house there are many mansions. Were 
it not so, I should have told you, because I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am coming again 
and I will take you to Myself; that where I am, there you also may be” 
(John 14:1-3). 

These consoling words are addressed to you as they were to the 
eleven faithful Apostles. They contain a summary of the great purpose 
of your earthly life and of your vocation as a Christian. The bound- 
less love which Jesus has for you prompted Him to endure the frightful 
torments of His Passion and especially of the crucifixion, for the one 
purpose of reconciling you with His Heavenly Father and restoring to 
you the right and title to heavenly glory which had been lost to you 
through the sin of Adam. And now He assures you that He has a 
mansion and a throne prepared for you in His Father’s home. More 
than that even. He also tells you: “And I appoint to you a kingdom, 
even as My Father has appointed to Me, that you may eat and drink 
at My table in My kingdom” (Luke 22:29, 30). 

Since, then, you are assured that heaven with its unspeakable bliss 
is set aside for you as an inheritance, and since heaven is essentially 
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the clear vision, secure possession, complete enjoyment and most per- 
fect love of God and of Christ’s glorified Humanity, must not your soul 
be filled with a longing desire for the moment when you will be sum- 
moned by death to appear before your loving Savior, who will welcome 
you most cordially and introduce you to the whole heavenly court as 
His well beloved friend? Surely death can have no terrors for you as 
it has for those who live at enmity with God. On the contrary, you will 
accept it with loving resignation as a homage to God’s adorable will; 
and since the act of dying is the last meritorious act that you can 
perform in this life, you will even now prepare to make it as merito- 
rious as you possibly can. This you can do by lovingly accepting the 
particular manner of death He has appointed for you with all its pains 
of mind and body, in intimate union with Jesus Christ and with the 
same resignation with which He accepted His painful death on the 
Cross for love of you. In this way you can make your act of dying 
an act of perfect love of God. What a happy ending to a Christ-like 
life! 

Note. On March the 9th, 1904, Pope Pius X granted a plenary indulgence, 
to be gained in the hour of death, to all, who, on any day they may choose, 
will receive the Sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion, make the follow- 
ing act of acceptance of death, visit a church and pray for the intentions of the 
Holy Father. (One Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father, etc., 
will suffice, though any other prayer may be used.) 

Act of Acceptance of Death: “O Lord, my God, from this day I accept 
from Thy hand willingly and with submission, the kind of death it may please 
‘Thee to send me, with all its sorrows, pains and anguish.” 


In this preparation for death you will also include fervent prayers 
to obtain that most precious grace of being able to receive the Last 
Sacraments with the very best of dispositions and with full conscious- 
ness of what you are doing. A great grace it is to be able to receive 
with perfect dispositions the sacrament of Extreme Unction, which will 
not only enable you to die a holy death, but will also cleanse your soul 
from the stains of sin, and thus hasten your entrance into the kingdom 
of God’s glory! And what a great privilege it is to be able to receive 
Holy Viaticum for the last time shortly before your death, and thus 
enter eternity in company with Him whom on earth you loved so 
ardently and served so faithfully! Do you think that He can be a severe 
Judge to you? No, if you loved Him in life, were loyal to Him in 
your temptations, and served Him with constant fidelity, your judg- 
ment, far from being a terrifying one, will be most consoling. It will 
terminate with the invitation: “Come, beloved of my Father, possess 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” 
And amidst the joyful applause of the whole heavenly court, He will 
place you on your throne of glory, to reign with Him forever and ever. 
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What ecstasies of happiness and bliss will then flood your soul! 
How richly rewarded you will feel for all the sacrifices you made, the 
trials you endured, the temptations you conquered, the self-denial and 
penance you practiced and the persecutions you suffered that you might 
cultivate an ardent personal love for Jesus by which you merited to 
receive the “incorruptible inheritance undefiled and unfading, reserved 
for you in heaven” (1 Pet. 1:4). 


See, then, what a marvellous gift your earthly life really is and take 
care that from now on, at least, you use it in such a way that every 
moment of it is an expression of the love you owe to your loving 
Redeemer. Always keep in mind His plea for your love: “Abide in 
My love!” After abiding in His love during the brief span of your 
life here on earth, you will abide in it forever in the next life, and 
thus the great purpose for which He created you will have been realized 


to the fullest. 
(Rev. F.J.R.) To be Concluded. 


“I Have Loved, O Lord, the Beauty of Ghy House 
and the Glace Where Ghy Glory Dwelleth!” 


C' is love for God and the desire to give Him an earthly throne as 
worthy as human means allow that has inspired the generous of- 
ferings which have gone towards the erection of our Perpetual Adora- 
tion Sanctuaries. However, the objective of a debt-free Chapel for 
the Holy Spirit Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Kansas City, 
Missouri, has not yet been realized. Any contributions towards the 
accomplishment of this end — or for our new Marian Year Chapel of 
Perpetual Adoration opened in San Diego, California, on March 25th 
and dedicated to St. Pius X,— will be gratefully received. We know 
that all of our readers will remember the success of these foundations 
in their prayers and sacrifices, and also will ask our Divine Lord to 
grant an increase of vocations to staff them. These are matters that 
directly concern the glory of God and merit for your charity and zeal 
in the timelessness of eternity an eternal recompense, which the heart 
of man has not dreamed of, and now on earth a special remembrance 
in the Perpetual Adoration carried on in each of our Adoration Sanc- 
tuaries, that God may bless you and help you in your daily trials, and 
grant you a happy death and reward you eternally. Contributions 
may be sent to: — 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Spiritual Mission of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Fe 


LOSELY linked to the Eucharistic mission of “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” is that of promoting devotion to the Sacred Heart 
and fostering a strong personal love for our Divine Lord. 
Amongst the numerous devotions approved by the Church, there 

is none more ancient or more in keeping with her doctrines and with 
the spirit of the Gospel than devotion to the Sacred Heart, for all the 
Mysteries of Christ, from His Incarnation to His death on the Cross, 
and continuing now in the Holy Eucharist, are an outpouring of the 
love of His Sacred Heart. 

In His revelations to St. Margaret Mary in the 17th century, Jesus 
Himself appealed for a special veneration of His Divine Heart. Show- 
ing the saint His Heart as an inexhaustible Fountain of Love, He 
pleaded through her to the hearts of all men for their love in return. 
He revealed His desire to reign over all hearts by the power of His 
loving mercy, and to be consoled for the coldness and ingratitude of 
so many of His children. And as a pledge of His Divine favor, He 
attached twelve magnificent promises to the practice of this devotion. 

Four centuries earlier, Jesus had revealed the tender mercies of 
His Heart to two favored virgins of the Benedictine Order — St. Mech- 
tilde and St. Gertrude. On one occasion, when the latter was allowed 
the singular privilege of reposing on the Sacred Heart along with the 
Beloved Disciple, she asked the Apostle why he had spoken so little 
in his Gospel of the love of the Sacred Heart. St. John answered that 
this devotion had been reserved for later ages, in order to revive the 
waning fervor and love of mankind. 

The close relation between the Blessed Sacrament and the Sacred 
Heart was emphasized by Our Lord in His apparitions to St. Margaret 
Mary, all of which occurred when she was in prayer before the altar 
whereon the Blessed Sacrament was exposed or reserved in the taber- 
nacle. What more natural, then, that in conjunction with its Eucharistic 
apostolate, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” should promote devotion to the 
Sacred Heart in a spirit of love and reparation? This it has done from 
the outset by articles explaining the spirit and purpose of the devotion, 
its doctrinal foundation, the motives underlying it, etc., and by encour- 
aging the various practices sanctioned by the Church and by pious 
custom, such as the observance of the Nine First Fridays and the Feast 
of the Sacred Heart in a spirit of Eucharistic and reparative love, the 
keeping of Holy Hours, consecration to the Sacred Heart, etc. 
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Beginning in 1917, when the Convent became an official Center for 
the Work of the Enthronement, an intensive crusade for the Enthrone- 
ment and its attendant apostolate of Night Adoration in the Home was 
carried on through “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” The founder and 
chief promoter of this Work, as most of our readers know, was the 
saintly Father Mateo, of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts. 
After literally traversing the world and spending himself utterly in 
spreading this apostolate, the aged Apostle of the Sacred Heart now 
lives in retirement in a Canadian hospital, crowning his wrosnese: with 
a hidden life of prayer and suffering. 


The purpose of the Enthronement, briefly, is the social and solemn 
recognition by the family of the Divine Royalty of the loving Heart of 
Jesus. It aims to bring Christ into the home as King and Father of the 
family, sharing intimately in the family’s life. By rechristianizing the 
home and acknowledging the Kingship of Christ over the family, the 
Enthronement reaches not only the individuals who constitute the home 
so consecrated, but society itself, whose root and foundation stone is 
the family. 

In a special ceremony, a picture or statue of the Sacred Heart is 
set up in a place of honor in the home by the head of the family (or 
by a priest if he can be present) and the members of the family repeat 
together the Act of Consecration to the King of Love. This act is 
but the initial step, inaugurating a life in keeping with the beautiful 
sentiments it expresses. 

The logical result of the Enthronement is more assiduous attend- 
ance at Holy Mass and more frequent Communion, greater fervor and 
fidelity in the practice of religion, a more intense practice of charity, 
and a more virtuous life. It contributes substantially to the sanctifica- 
tion of family life, and hence to the sanctification and uplift of all 
Christian society. The Enthronement is not confined to the home, but 
lends itself to all forms of Christian societies and organizations — the 
school, the religious community, the parish, the diocese, and even the 
business office. Entire cities and countries where the Catholic population 
predominates, such as Ireland and Spain, have been so consecrated. 


Night Adoration in the Home 


To respond still more fully to the desire of the Sacred Heart for 
reparation and a return of love, Father Mateo inaugurated the practice 
of Night Adoration in the home. A League was established, which 
received the approbation of Rome, granting special benefits to its mem- 
bers. This League, spread throughout the world, numbers over a 
million members, and the number is constantly increasing. This Cru- 
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sade has been promoted hand in hand with the Enthronement, the one 
supplementing and enhancing the other. 

No record has been kept of the number of Enthronements per- 
formed in response to appeals in “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” but they 
would doubtless run into the thousands. We have on record over 
20,000 Night Adorers, enlisted chiefly through the magazine and a 
booklet devoted to this apostolate. Doubtless many of these adorers 
have now gone to their eternal reward, and others have lapsed, but 
the fidelity of the great majority is admirable and their spirit of self- 
sacrificing love often heroic. Indeed, a good number, not content with 
one hour a month, as membership in the League requires, keep an hour 
every week, or several times a week — and some few every night. 


A Few Examples 


Space permits our quoting only a minimum of examples,* to give 
some slight idea of the blessings bestowed by the Sacred Heart on those 
thus honoring Him, and by inference, the good accomplished through 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” by promoting this apostolate. 


Night Adoration 


‘“‘My hour is from 1 to 2 A.M. I love it so much, I can hardly wait 
till my night comes, so I want you please to assign me another hour. 
This hour of Night Adoration lifts me toward heavenly things. I wish 
everyone could learn this beautiful practice and benefit by it...’ — 
“Our holy hour on the 22d from 11 to 12 means so much to us. Our 
whole family makes it and we are grateful to you for giving us this 
chance for grace.’’ — “I cannot remember ever doing anything in 
my life that has so consistently brought contentment as my hour of 
Night Adoration.’’ — “I never feel so spiritually happy as after finish- 
ing my hour of adoration. Holy Mass and Communion are the only 
things that can surpass it, in my opinion.’’ — ‘“‘The hour passes so 
quickly that it seems all too short, so I sometimes make it two hours.”’ 
— “I would appreciate it if you would assign me an hour for Night 
Adoration. It seems to me a specially fitting practice at this time 
when an unusually large number of souls are facing eternity at every 
hour of the day and night all over the world. In this hour while we 
are continually exhorted to do our part for national defense, it seems 
as if every Christian should also remember to do his part, however 
small, in a united effort against the common enemy of mankind, the 
powers of darkness, which, it is apparent, are massing all their 
strength against us. When one considers the appalling number of 
souls in danger, so many of whom have had little opportunity to know 
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*Numerous examples of the graces received through the Enthronement and Night 
Adoration are given by Father Mateo himself in our booklet ‘‘Six Discourses on the 
Bnthronement.’’ Both practices are explained in the booklet entitled ‘‘Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart and Night Adoration in the Home.’’ The price of each is 15¢. 


86 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 














and love God, it is consoling to think of the many night adorers 
pleading for the souls of men.”’ 


Enthronement 


“Since we have had the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in 
our home, our lives have been changed, and blessings continue to 
come with every day.’ — “It would be impossible for me to express 
the happiness and comfort the Enthronement has brought to our home. 
I wish everyone knew the peace and countless blessings the Sacred 
Heart gives.’’ — ‘‘Four years ago I erected a tiny altar in our home 
and enthroned Our Lord as King of our hearts and home. This 
devotion has been the source of many blessings for our home, and 
I like to think of our consecrated shrine as a dwelling-place where 
Our Lord, as in the tabernacle of the altar, remains with us, anxious 
to aid us and comfort us, and who expects a return of love by devout 
acts of charity and reparation to His adorable Heart, and the practice 
of persevering prayer. I am the only one of our household who is 
a member of the True Faith, but I know that Our Lord, enshrined as 
the King of our home, will soften and convert those whom I hold 
near and dear, and I pray that some day all will have their names 
signed to the Act of Consecration.’’ — ‘‘After the Enthronement in 
our school last year, we had two baptisms and five First Communions, 
which we believe were a fruit of this solemn consecration to the 
Sacred Heart.’’ 


These few testimonials are only a sample of the vast amount of 
good that has resulted from the Enthronement and Night Adoration, 
both of which have the full approbation of the Church. Would that 
the Sacred Heart might reign in every Catholic home through the 
Enthronement and continual reparation be made there for the offenses 
of men by Night Adoration. What blessings would thus be won for 
the world! 


Premiums for New Subscriptions 
for July 


During July we are offering a choice of a BROWN SCAPULAR 
of OUR LADY of MOUNT CARMEL — or—a JUBILEE MEDAL 
of ST. BENEDICT for each NEW subscription. Both of these sacra- 
mentals are well-known objects of piety which the faithful hold in high 
esteem. 

Kindly mention which premium is desired, and whether it is to 
be sent to the person receiving the new subscription, or to the writer 
of the letter. 

Our Jubilee slogan: A NEW SUBSCRIPTION from EACH 
SUBSCRIBER! 
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Work and the Interior. Life 


BR Bad 


ARTHA and Mary, the beloved friends of Jesus at Bethany, 
symbolize the active and the contemplative or interior life. 
Everyone is without doubt familiar with the incident which 
took place on the occasion of one of Our Lord’s visits to their 

home. Martha was busy with much serving, showing her kindness, 
her self-forgetfulness, and her zeal for the comfort of their Divine 
Guest. Mary was sitting at the feet of the Master, listening to the words 
of wisdom which fell from His sacred lips, drinking deep draughts from 
the fountain of holiness. Martha, anxious that Mary also should share 
in the work of attending to Our Lord’s wants, turned to Jesus and 
asked Him to request Mary to help her in the preparation of the meal. 
Jesus’ answer came as a great surprise to her. His words are never 
to be forgotten; they are words which give the basis for placing the 
interior life, or the life of contemplation, above the so-called “active 
life.” “Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and art troubled about many 
things. But one thing is necessary! Mary has chosen the better part 
which shall not be taken from her!” 

There is a wealth of spirituality contained in these few words of 
our Savior! How often many of us waste valuable time and worry 
needlessly over unimportant trifles that will make little difference to 
anyone! How we hurry and rush to get things done, knowing nothing 
of the benedictions of peace and the meditations of quiet repose. 
Hurry is the spirit of our age. The Marthas are many and the Marys 
are few. The Marthas, ever in a flurry, with hands always busy, and 
always pressed for time, feel overworked and fatigued, and are often 
apt to be impatient and brusque. The Marys, still and quiet, recol- 
lected, learning love at the feet of the Divine Teacher, pour forth the 
ardor of a devoted heart and win uncounted graces for souls as they go 
about their duties, for they preserve their spirit of recollection and 
prayer throughout the activities of the day. 

Honest work has a certain grandeur. It is a necessary part of 
human activity. But it is not wise to permit it to be the all-in-all of 
our lives. Even those engaged in good works, works of the apostolate, 
can spend too much time in exterior activities and hinder the fruitful- 
ness of their efforts by lack of recollection and prayer. Such work 
may entail a great deal of energy and care, and may require much time. 
But it will be better accomplished if one preserves tranquillity of mind 
even in the face of anxieties. One who acts only after prayer and con- 
sultation with God preserves the spirit of recollection and sanctifies 
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his work and the time occupied in its performance. Another may do 
a similar work and give it all his attention and care, and yet make many 
mistakes, gain little or no merit, and do very little good to souls, be- 
cause he has not the spirit of recollection. He allows his exterior occu- 
pations to destroy his interior life. He gives himself no time for reflec- 
tion, and either cuts short his prayers or says them with distractions. 
Many people do very much active work for God’s glory and the salva- 
tion of souls, yet lose nearly all the merit, and, instead of gaining graces 
from all their efforts, fall into tepidity. The good work undertaken 
may thus be the cause of their spiritual ruin, first by bringing about a 
loss of interior spirit, which in its turn leads to mere external obser- 
vance of religious duties, and perhaps to loss of faith. 

It is the interior life that renders all work meritorious. The state 
of sanctifying grace in the soul makes even the least action capable of 
gaining merit and an increase of everlasting glory. The intention 
which directs the action to God’s glory enables the person to gain these 
merits, but some degree of recollection is necessary to make him mind- 
ful to direct his intention to that end. 

The interior life is the highest form of spirituality. It is to souls 
purified by grace and inflamed with love that God reveals His secrets, 
and He chooses these for His greatest works. Yet the active life joined 
with the contemplative is even better than pure contemplation. This 
springs from the sanctification of one’s actions by a spirit of recollec- 
tion, and by purity of intention; and further, because exterior works 
exercise one in all the virtues which go to constitute sanctity, such as 
patience, charity, meekness, humility, prayer and zeal for souls. 

Our Lord’s life was certainly the highest form of supernatural ex- 
istence ever known in this world, and He combined an active zeal with 
the contemplative life. For three years He led a life of missionary zeal 
and gave an example to all those engaged in the great work of the sal- 
vation of souls. Our Lord spent thirty years, in His so-called 
“hidden life” — preparing for His public life, and certainly prayer 
occupied a good deal of this time. He has given us the counsel “to pray 
always,” and so we may rightly infer that He did pray “always.” Dur- 
ing His public life, Jesus spent much time in prayer, and before any 
great event He spent the whole night in prayer. Thus He sanctified 
His works by His holiness, by His prayer and recollection, and by 
purity of intention. Who did so much good as Our Lord? Yet we 
never find Him over-anxious or disturbed over unimportant and pass- 
ing events, nor did He give His Heart to the things of the world. 

Those saints in the Church who did the most for souls, and the 
fruits of whose works are most lasting, led intensely interior lives and 
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spent years in preparation for their work. They teach us that the soul 
must grow in grace before it can do great things for God’s interests. 

The practice of saying ejaculatory prayers, and the frequent puri- 
fying of the intention, or the frequent renewal of the offering of our 
works for the intentions of the Sacred Heart and the conversion of sin- 
ners, will sanctify them and make our actions meritorious. Cultivat- 
ing the interior life means to pay attention to the means of sanctifica- 
tion, such as prayer, spiritual reading, visiting the Blessed Sacrament, 
and preserving a spirit of recollection in the midst of exterior duties. 
This union of the active and interior life is what Our Lord expects of 
His servants. It is what He wished to teach Martha. Even those who 
have led very sinful lives may attain great heights of sanctity in this 
way. St. Mary Magdalene became a great saint and a great contempla- 
tive after leading a life of worldliness and sin. Where did she obtain 
the graces for such a change? They came from her conversations with 
Jesus, and from the eagerness with which she drank in His words of 
wisdom and holiness — from contemplation. 


In the Blessed Sacrament the same Jesus will speak to every soul 
that will listen with the heart, and will give it precious inspirations. 
If souls would but approach Him, He would draw them towards Him- 
self and give them priceless graces that lead to holiness. It is such 
visits to the Blessed Sacrament, and interior communings with God in 
one’s heart, that are the oases of life, and whether Martha or Mary, they 
make it possible to keep God always first in the fulfilling of one’s 
duties. As we honor these two saints on the 22d and 29th of this month, 
let us ask them to obtain for us this precious grace. 


A Morning Offering 
Lord Jesus Christ, in union with that Divine intention wherewith on 
earth Thou didst offer to God Thy praises through Thy Most Sacred 
Heart, and dost now offer them in the Sacrament of the Eucharist every- 
where on earth even to the end of time, I most gladly offer Thee through- 
out this entire day, all my thoughts and intentions, all my affections and 
desires, all my words and deeds, in imitation of the most sacred heart 
of the blessed and ever-virgin Mary Immaculate. 
3 years indulgence, once a day. (‘Manual of Indulgences,” 97.) 


ai*<9..9 


You find a GREEN ARROW on the wrapper of your magazine, it means 
your subscription is ABOUT TO EXPIRE or HAS ALREADY EX- 
PIRED. We deeply appreciate the kind co-operation of our subscrib- 
ers in sending in their renewals promptly. May God bless you! 
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The Poor Souls Are “Poor” Because They 
Are Forgotten 


Se Ed 


N the early annals of the Church we find a saint, the history of 
whose life may serve as a fitting introduction to some thoughts 
on the poor souls. It is the beautiful story of St. Alexius, whose 
feast falls on July 17. -Born of a wealthy family, he was raised 

and educated by his loving parents to manhood, when his father 
selected for him as a bride a most virtuous, a most beautiful and 
most wealthy maiden of Rome. Obedient to the wishes of his father, 
he was united to her in holy wedlock. On the very day of his wedding, 
however, realizing the emptiness of all human joys, and wishing to 
serve God more perfectly, he secretly left his parents and his new 
bride and betook himself to a solitude, where he spent many long years 
in fasting, prayer and penance. Becoming known in this place for 
the holiness of his life, he resolved to seek another locality where he 
could live an humble, unknown and obscure life. He wended his way 
to the seashore, took passage on the first boat he met, and resolved to 
spend the remainder of his life in penance wheresoever the boat would 
land. Strange to say, the boat landed at Rome, his native city. So 
changed was he by fasting, prayer and penance that no one recognized 
him. 

He presented himself at his father’s house, asking permission to 
live there as a poor beggar. The permission was granted him, and 
he spent seventeen years in a corner under the steps, being mistreated 
and abused by the servants, and remaining unknown to all. At length, 
feeling that his death was near, he wrote out the history of his life, 
sealed it with his own blood, and laid the paper where it would be 
easily found. A short time later, he breathed forth his soul into the 
hands of its Maker. 

After his death, the servants found the paper and carried it to the 
master of the house. When the parents realized that the unknown 
beggar was their beloved son, whom they had mourned for so many 
years, their hearts were broken with grief. “Oh,” they exclaimed, 
“had we but known who he was, we would not have permitted him to 
be so forgotten and to suffer so much!” 

The parents of St. Alexius could utter this complaint; they did 
not know that the unknown beggar was their beloved son. But who of 
us could speak similiarly with regard to the poor souls in purgatory? 
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When after death we ourselves shall perhaps be expiating our misdeeds 
and suffering intensely, will we be able to exclaim: “Had I but known 
how souls suffer in these flames, how good, how generous, how 
prayerful I would have been towards them in life!” No, we shall not 
be able to utter this complaint, because we do know how much they 
suffer. Holy Mother Church constantly and continually reminds us 
of the sufferings of the souls in purgatory. She does this to encourage 
us to pray for the dead. At every funeral, while she sympathizes with 
us in the loss of a loved one, while she consoles us with the sweet hope 
of immortality, and of meeting our loved one again in God’s good 
home beyond the skies, she at the same time admonishes us and exhorts 
us to pray for the dead. Frequently in sermons, and in the prayers 
of the Liturgy, she recalls to us our obligation of praying for the de- 
parted. She sets aside an entire month in the year in which she coun- 
sels prayers for the dead, and endeavors to bring the thought of the 
poor souls constantly before us. She calls them holy souls because 
their salvation is certain. But, principally, she calls them poor souls 
because they are so quickly forgotten, because they suffer intensely, 
because they cannot help themselves. 

During this month of July, she encourages us to offer for the 
relief of the poor souls the Most Precious Blood which wrought their 
salvation, by which they are delivered from the penalties of their sins 
and cleansed and made ready for their eternal habitation in heaven. 
To this end she has attached an indulgence of five hundred days to the 
following ejaculation whenever said, and three years when said during 
July: Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
Christ in atonement for my sins, and in supplication for the holy souls 
in purgatory, and for the needs of Holy Church. If this offering is 
made daily for an entire month, a plenary indulgence may also be 
gained on condition of confession, Communion, visit to a church, and 
prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions. What tremendous power is 
placed in our hands to help the poor souls and sinners, and how easily 
we can gain merit for ourselves by the multiplied or frequent recitation 
of this prayer! 


“Devotion to the Precious Blood” 


A booklet to help you honor the Precious Blood on the feast, 
July 1, and throughout the month dedicated to It. In addition to a 
short treatise on the veneration of the Precious Blood, you will find 
the proper parts of the Mass for the feast, Litany, acts of oblation and 
other prayers. 64 pages. 15¢. 50 for $6.00, plus postage. Order from: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Lovers’ League 
J 


OU are all familiar, no doubt, dear Little Lovers, with the word 
“scapular,” and know that it is a religious article formed by 
two small squares of cloth attached to cords which are worn 
over the shoulders, one square resting on the breast, the other 

on the back. Do you also know that the scapular is one of the sacra- 
mentals of the Church? By a sacramental we mean an article that 
is blessed by the Church, or a formula consecrated to a pious use; 
for example, the Sign of the Cross, holy water, medals, crucifixes, 
palms, and, of course, the scapular. From your catechism you have 
learned that sacramentals are not the same as sacraments. They were 
not given to us by Christ Himself, but by His Church, and they do not 
give grace of themselves as the sacraments do, but help us to obtain 
grace, by stirring up good thoughts and desires in us. 

The particular sacramental 
we want to tell you about 
this month is the “Brown 
Scapular,” the familiar and 
beloved scapular of Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel. Did 
you know that this scapular 
was given by Our Blessed 
Mother herself to St. Simon 
Stock? He was an English 
friar who lived in the 13th 
century, and was the head 
of the Carmelite Order at 
that time. Mary appeared 
to him in a vision, holding 
in her hands a scapular like 
the one worn by Carmelites. 
She gave it to Saint Simon 
promising him that all who 
wore it faithfully during life, 
and died with it on, would 
be preserved from hell. She also told him that this scapular was a 
sign of her special help to souls so they could live piously and well, 
a shield in time of danger, and a promise of grace and salvation. When 
this promise became widely known, Catholics in great numbers asked 
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to be invested with the scapular, and the Church permitted them to 
have the small brown scapular which is in common use today. 


The feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is celebrated every year on 
July 16, so wouldn’t that be a wonderful day to start wearing her 
scapular if you are not already wearing it? Of course, you have to 
be properly enrolled and invested with the scapular by a priest who has 
the power to do so. Otherwise, it will not benefit you. If you cannot 
wear the cloth scapular, there is a scapular medal, which is also 
powerful in shielding you from harm, but it is better to wear the cloth 
scapular if possible. Wear your scapular proudly, for it is Our Blessed 
Mother’s own special badge, and it gives you a very special claim to her 
help and protection. And by wearing it you can gain many wonderful 
indulgences both for yourself and for the poor souls in purgatory. 


PRACTICE: Be faithful in wearing your scapular and encourage 
others to do so, and say daily a Hail Mary for the grace to die a happy 
death. 


ASPIRATION: Our Lady of Mount Carmel, pray for us! 


The Two Sisters 
(A Visit to Bethany) 


EBECCA put the last stitches in her work and held it up for her 

mother to see. “Do you think it will be all right?” she asked 
rather doubtfully. “It looks funny in some places.” Her mother 
smiled down at the anxious little face. I'm sure Nathan will think it’s 
fine,” she said, “something you’ve made just for him. Now run along 
for your visit with Martha and Mary. [I'll finish this for you.” With 
a grateful hug for her mother Rebecca hurried away, stopping long 
enough to pick a rose from the garden for Mary, who was fond of 
flowers. 

The two sisters, who were her good friends, though much older 
than she, lived just a short walk from her home and often invited 
Rebecca to come and spend the afternoon with them. Their house was 
set back from the street, almost hidden by the trees and flowering 
bushes which surrounded it. Rebecca opened the gate and made her 
way to one of the cool inner rooms, where she knew Mary would be 
waiting. As she entered, Mary rose from her knees and welcomed her 
with a quiet gracious smile. “She’s been praying,” thought the little 
girl to herself, for she had often come upon her friend like this, lost 
to what was going on around her. Rebecca hoped Mary would speak 
about the Messias, as she sometimes did, for she had never heard 
anything more interesting, more wonderful than the things Mary told 
her about the great Rabbi, Jesus of Nazareth, whom many people were 
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sure was the expected Messias. When Mary spoke of His teaching, 
of the love and faith which were His message, she seemed lifted from 
this earth, and Rebecca was held spellbound with the desire to meet 
the great Prophet and Miracle-worker. 

Just then Martha came in bringing a cool drink for their visitor. 
“How is Nathan, Becca?” she wanted to know at once. “He is just 
the same,” Rebecca told her, “but Mother said to be sure to thank you 
very much for the broth you sent; Nathan took it all and liked it so 
well.” Martha’s kind, cheerful face beamed at this news, and the 
little girl thought again how kind she was. There was not a family in 
the village of Bethany who hadn’t experienced this— soup or other 
good things to eat if someone was sick, a new tunic or coat for a poor 
boy or girl, a visit if the illness was long and trying. It was the same 
with Mary. Those in trouble seemed to turn to her instinctively. No 
one could console and comfort you like she could. Her loving sym- 
pathy seemed to want to share your burdens with you. 


They chatted pleasantly, Mary sitting on the low window seat 
with her hands clasped about her knees, Martha busy with her spin- 
ning. Glancing out into the courtyard where the sun was throwing its 
deepening shadows, the older sister said: “It will soon be time for 
supper.” As she rose to put away her work, an old servant entered, 
breathless with excitement. ‘Mistress,’ she announced, “He’s come. 
The Rabbi Jesus is here...” Before she had time to finish, Mary was 
on her feet, speeding lightly toward the courtyard. Martha lingered 
to give a few instructions, then she, too, hurried away. Rebecca re- 
mained behind, uncertain what to do. She was longing to meet the 
Master so beloved by the two sisters, but perhaps she should leave. 

Before she could decide, Mary returned with their Guest. He had 
washed the dust from His sandals and Martha had brought Him their 
brother’s best tunic to replace His travel-stained one. Looking shyly 
at Him as He sank gratefully down on the couch, Rebecca could see 
how tired He was. But it was evident that He was glad to be there, 
and there was warm affection in the thanks He was giving them for 
their welcome. 

With one arm about Rebecca, Mary introduced her to the great 
Teacher, then seated herself on a small stool at the feet of Jesus. The 
little girl had never seen eyes like those which were now looking at her 
so kindly, and almost without knowing it, she drew nearer, her own 
dark eyes big with admiration and wonder. Jesus smiled and listened 
attentively as Mary told him about Rebecca and her family, about 
Nathan who had been ill for so long. Seeing the sorrow in her face 
at the mention of this dearly loved older brother, Jesus drew her close, 
and before long she was sitting on His knee, nestling against Him as 
He went on to tell Mary of His journeyings, of the results of His 
preaching, and of the work there was still to do for His Father. Re- 
becca drank in every word, and her heart beat faster as she listened. 
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Noticing Martha hurrying back and forth setting the table for supper, 
giving commands to the old servant, adjusting the flowers in their 
vases, she wished she would stop and come to hear them too. For, 
young as she was, the little girl realized that this was far more im- 
portant than supper, and Martha with all her cares about the serving 
was missing it. But Martha seemed only concerned about getting a 
good meal for Jesus, for just then she came up and said in a pleading 
voice: “Lord, do you not care that Mary has left me to serve alone? 
Please tell her to help me.” But Jesus only smiled at her affectionately 
and motioned her to sit down beside them. Then looking at Mary, who 
was gazing at Him with her heart in her eyes, her whole being absorbed 
in what He was saying, He replied gently: “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and busied with many things, but only one thing is necessary. 
Mary has chosen the best part, and it shall not be taken from her.” 
And Jesus went on to speak of His kingdom, and the love that would 
fill it with happiness, in words that were to linger in Rebecca’s mind 
as long as she lived. 

Telling her mother about Jesus’ visit later in the evening, Rebecca 
finished excitedly: “And Jesus is coming to see Nathan. He promised. 
— Oh, I’m sure He will make him better!” Then thinking once more 
of the sisters, she added thoughtfully: “You know, Mother, I didn’t 
mean that Jesus scolded Martha for caring about the serving — because 
without her, He wouldn’t have had any supper! He just meant that 
Mary was doing the best thing.” Her mother laughed and hugged her. 
“Yes, my loyal little Beccy!' We need both Martha and Mary, but love 
is best of all...” 








Your Votive Light 


The dancing flames of the little red vigil lights reflecting their 
rosy glow about the church, are a beautiful symbolic expression of 
someone’s devotion to God, or to the Blessed Virgin, or a favorite 
saint. Sometimes they are burning in fulfilment of a promise, in 
thanksgiving for a favor received, or again they burn in trusting hope 
that God will grant a certain request. Many burn a vigil light as a 
simple gesture of love, for it represents a small sacrificial offering, 
a love-token. Would you like to burn a vigil light before one of the 
many precious relics enshrined in our Relic Chapel? The usual offering 


of 10¢ may be sent to: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Booklets that Give 
Knowledge, Inspiration, Comfort 


Each Booklet, 15¢ 


The Mysteries of Mary 


The feasts of the Visitation and of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, July 2 and July 16, are included among the sixteen 
feasts of Mary given in this booklet. A short reflection is given 
for each feast and a practical resolution, with a novena prayer. 





To Jesus through Mary — An absorbing explanation of the “secret 
of holiness” or true devotion to Mary taught by St. Louis de Montfort. 


G) 
Prayer, the Great Means of Grace Gy). 
Our Lord made wonderful promises in favor of true 87 4) 
prayer. This booklet explains the excellence, sublimity and ‘ it i) 
Dp 


Good St. Anne — Few saints are more beloved than Saint Anne, 
Mother of Our Lady and Grandmother of Jesus. The history of devotion 
to her from the earliest times is traced in this booklet, which mentions many 
of the greater shrines where she is honored, and relates prodigies of her 
Power. Many prayers for private devotions included. ; 











necessity of prayer. 


Do You Know the Church? 


Confused knowledge and misbeliefs regarding the 
Church keep many sincere seekers-for-truth in error. 
Hand this booklet to someone in this class that you 
may know, and help sow the seed of truth. 





How to Find the True Church — A companion booklet which ex- 
plains how the true Church is to be recognized from the many false sects. 


From Earth to Heaven — A guide to the attainment of the final 
goal of each one of us — Heaven. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Brother and Sister Booklets 
wy 


In the Footsteps of 
St. Scholastica 


This NEWEST BOOKLET, just printed, of- 
fers to its readers helpful and stimulating 
reflections on some of the virtues which 
stand out in the few facts known in the life 
of St. Scholastica, twin sister of St. Bene- 
dict. Leisure moments may be spent prof- 
itably and, it is hoped, pleasantly, in con- 
sidering these solid and enduring virtues 
that are well within everyone's imitation 
and so truly needed in these apprehensive 
days. Selected prayers are also included. 


61 pages. 15¢ 


PAX 
St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 


St. Benedict needs no introduction. for he 


has long been a favorite saint among his 
many clients. However. those who may never 
have read this sketch of the wonderful, mir- 
acle-filled life of the Father of Benedictines 
and Friend of all. nor used his powerful 
medal, will find the brief history given in this 
booklet interesting to read as well as an in- 
spiration to confidence in his intercession. 
Suitable prayers are included for a novena 
or other devotions in his honor. His feast 
the Solemnity of St. Benedict — occurs July 
ll. 64 pages. 15¢ 
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